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Early leaving from education and training (ELET) as a social problem

The connection between educational attainment and employability has already been proved by
many international analyses.

1. Figure Employment rates of 15-24 year olds by levels of education, 2013, %
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Source: Eurydice-CEDEFOP 2014 49. (Eurostat EU-LFS)

The EU28 ministries have accepted to achieve the goal of an early school leaving level below 10% by
the year 2020. The European Union’s early school leaving (ESL) definition is 18-24 year olds with a
maximum of ISCED 3c short level of education, currently not taking part in any education or training —
as a particularly vulnerable group on the labour market. The lower the level of high school dropout,
the fewer people becomes early school leaver.

Further literature in English:

Network of experts in social sciences of education and training (NESSE) (2010): Early school
leaving. Lessons from research for policy makers. An independent expert report submitted to
the European Commission. http://www.nesetweb.eu/sites/default/files/early-school-leaving-

report.pdf

European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice/CEDEFOP (2014): Tackling Early Leaving from
Education and Training in Europe: Strategies, Policies and Measures. Eurydice and CEDEFOP
Report. Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg.
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/thematic reports/175EN.pdf 49.
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Eurofound (2012): NEETs — Young people not in employment, education or training:
Characteristics, costs and policy responses in Europe. Publications Office of the European
Union, Luxembourg. www.eurofound.europa.eu/publications/htmlfiles/ef1254.htm
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Reducing early school leaving: Key messages and policy support Final Report of the Thematic
Working Group on Early School Leaving November 2013
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/doc/esl-group-report _en.pdf

Judit Juhasz (2015): Final report on Crocoos — Cross-sectoral cooperation focused solutions for
the prevention of early school leaving project background research. Tempus Public
Foundation, Budapest. Ch. Il.
http://oktataskepzes.tka.hu/content/documents/CroCooS/Final%20research%20report Earl
y%20school%20leaving%20policies Crocoos.pdf

tag: situation analysis
Consequences and aims in the light of numbers

European Commission expects the member states to prepare a national strategy to tackle early
leaving from education and training and implement system level actions to achieve EU goals. The
current average rate of ELET is 11,1% by the 2014.

The reasons behind leaving education early can vary from personal (low skills or any disability, etc.)
to social related issues (poverty or cultural difference, etc.), however school and teachers are proven
to have a great effect on it. Whatever are the reasons behind the consequences of early school
leaving are just as burden for the individual as for the society. Unemployment is associated with
worse health condition, for instance even a higher rate of depression. Besides, a later entering on
the labour market, achieving lower positions and paying less tax while causing extra costs for the
society with possible needs for housing and life benefits are also disadvantageous for the individual
and the state. There are certain estimations on the money related benefits of studying more. “One
European estimate puts the additional lifetime income for a student staying at school for an extra
year at more than €70.000”. According to the Eurostat Labour Force Survey (LFS) data, in the
concerned population with such a low level of education the unemployment rate was almost twice as
much (41%) as for the whole youth population (23.5%) in 2013.

Further literature in English:

Network of experts in social sciences of education and training (NESSE) (2010): Early school
leaving. Lessons from research for policy makers. An independent expert report submitted to
the European Commission. http://www.nesetweb.eu/sites/default/files/early-school-leaving-

report.pdf p. 5.

Judit Juhasz (2015): Final report on Crocoos — Cross-sectoral cooperation focused solutions for
the prevention of early school leaving project background research. Tempus Public
Foundation, Budapest. Ch. Il.-lIl.
http://oktataskepzes.tka.hu/content/documents/CroCooS/Final%20research%20report Earl
y%20school%20leaving%20policies Crocoos.pdf
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Further sources

Adaptive Technologies Inc. (2008): Using Predictive Modeling to Improve High School Dropout
Prevention. White paper, USA.

http://adaptiveinc.com/pdf/ATi Using%20Predictive%20Modeling%20t0%20Improve%20High%20Sc
hool%20Dropout%20Prevention.pdf [downloaded 30. June 2015]

Country Reports by the Institute for Educational Research and Developement, TAMOP, 2014

Crain-Dorough, M. L., (2003): A study of dropout characteristics and school-level effects on dropout
prevention, Dissertation, USA. http://etd.Isu.edu/docs/available/etd-0710103-
021510/unrestricted/Crain-Dorough _dis.pdf [downloaded 30. June 2015]

Eurofound (2012): NEETs — Young people not in employment, education or training: Characteristics,
costs and policy responses in Europe. Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg.
www.eurofound.europa.eu/publications/htmlfiles/ef1254.htm

European Commission (2013a): Early warning systems in Europe: practice, methods and lessons.
Thematic Working Group on Early School Leaving (TWG on ESL), Brussels.
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/doc/europe-warning-systems en.pdf
[downloaded 30. June 2015]

European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice/CEDEFOP (2014): Tackling Early Leaving from Education and
Training in Europe: Strategies, Policies and Measures. Eurydice and CEDEFOP Report. Publications
Office of the European Union, Luxembourg.
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/thematic_reports/175EN.pdf
[downloaded 30. June 2015]

Fortin, L., Marcotte, D., Potvin, P., Royer, E., & Joly, J. (2005): Typology of Students at Risk of
Dropping out of School: Description by personal, family and school factors. European Journal of
Psychology of Educatio. XXI. 4 http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2FBF03173508#page-1
[downloaded 30. June 2015]

Hattie, J. (2003): Teachers make a difference. Paper delivered at the 2003 ACER Conference 'Building
Teacher Quality'.

http://www.acer.edu.au/documents/RC2003 Hattie TeachersMakeADifference.pdf  [downloaded
30. June 2015]

Happen, J. B., Bowles Therriault, S., (2008): Developing Early Warning Systems to Identify Potential
High School Dropouts. American Institutes for Research. http://www.earlywarningsystems.org/wp-

content/uploads/documents/IssueBrief EarlyWarningSystemsGuide.pdf [downloaded 24.11.2015]

Iver, M. A., Mac lver, D. J. (2009): Beyond the indicators: An integrated school-level approach to
dropout prevention. Arlington, VA: The Mid-Atlantic Equity Center, The George Washington
University Center for Equity and Excellence in Education. http://diplomasnow.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/06/dropout-report-8-11-09.pdf
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Attachment
Sample — Early Warning System, documentation for classroom teachers

; 2007-2008: 2008-2009: | Negative Behavior | Math Grade [ Math Grade | Literacy Grade | Literacy Grade | Reading Level |  PSSA 2008 : £

StudentName | poysAbsent | DaysAbsent | Comments | 3/1/2008 | 6/1/2008 | 3/1/2008 | 6/1/2008 | 6/1/08 Mt | o 2008 fleading
Student A 53 0 10 D D F F 5 Proficient Basic
Student B 36 2 7 8 D D D 6 Basic Basic
Student C 14 0 1 € B C C 6.5 Basic Proficient
Student D 5 1 6 C B D C 7 Basic Basic
Student E 18 0 7 C C D F 5.5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student F 29 2 1 D C D D 6 Below Basic Below Basic
Student G 6 0 gy D D F D 5.5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student H 46 2 3 B B D F 5.5 Basic Below Basic
Student | 41 0 4 D C D D 3.5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student J L7 _ 10 1 B B C D 2 Below Basic Below Basic
Student K 61 4 7 C F D C 7 Below Basic Basic
Student L 24 0 10 B F C D 6.5 Below Basic Basic
Student M 18 0 q 2 8 D D C 3.5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student N 3 0 6 B B B C 7 Basic Basic
Student O 2 1 5 C D D D 5.5 Basic Baslc
Student P 15 1 a D D F D 5.5 Basic Below Basic
Student Q 15 1 10 c D D D 65 Below Basic Below Basic
Student R [ 0 1 D D D D 3 Below Basic Below Basic
Student S 16 1 4 =3 D D D D 5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student T 15 0 7 C F D D 6 Below Basic Basic
Student U 18 0 6 c D D D 6.5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student V 23 0 7 G F C F 6 Below Basic Below Basic
Student X 16 0 6 C F D D 6.5 Basic Basic
Student Y 18 1 3 B C D D 6.5 Basic Basic
Student Z 4 0 7 C C D D 6.5 Proficient Below Basic
Student AA 42 2 1 D C D D 5.5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student AB 13 0 2 D D D C 4 Below Basic Below Basic
Student AC 8 0 2 D D D D 2 Below Basic Below Basic
Student AD 22 1 8 C F D D 6 Below Basic Below Basic
Student AE 50 1 0 D D C C 4.5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student AF 18 0 6 3G C F D 5 Below Basic Below Basic
Student AG 1 0 3 NG D NG D 6 Below Basic Basic

Source: Iver, M. A., Mac lver, D. J. 2009 23.




TOOL 15 - student follow-up data sheet

Key Data for an "Early Warning System" with

On- and Off-Track Indicators That Become

the Basis for Tiered Interventions
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Purpose: This tool provides various ways to analyze school data related to students who are in danger of falling off-track, students who are
slumping and entering a danger zone, and students who are firmly on-track. By knowing the number of all students in each category it is possible
to see which groups of students need help, and to make some estimates about the kind of help that can be targeted to their unique
circumstances. While our example uses first-time ninth graders, this analysis can also be done beneficially for students in all other grades -6, 7,

8 and 10 especially. It is also useful to disaggregate the information, especially by gender.

Foundation: Matching interventions with need is the most important part of an Early Warning System. The essential first step is to

systematically understand how many students are in each category in each school. The second step is to look at the absolute numbers and

determine what is feasible given the capacity in the school and community.

Inventory One: In Danger of Falling Off-Track In the Past Semester

Missed 5-9 days
of school

Had 2 or more in-
school suspensions

Had C or D average

Received one F in a core academic
subject

All students

First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade

Students who are two or more years
overage for grade
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Inventory Two: Fallen Off-Track In the Past Semester

Missed 10 or Had 1 or more out-
more days of|Had 3 or more in-|of-school Received two or more Fs in a core
school school suspensions | suspensions academic subject
All students
First-time 9th graders
Students who are repeating a grade
Students who are two or more years
overage for grade
anto ce: Acad ving Coupled Attend hing her of stude ]
D average vle da ed in a spe e period
C/D average 0-4 days missed 5-9 days missed 10-19 days missed 20+

All students
First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade

Students who are two or more years
overage for grade

Inventory Four: On-Track for Success

Number of students with an A or B average, 95% or higher attendance, and no suspensions

No in- or out-school
A or B average 95% attendance suspensions

All students
First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade

Students who are two or more years

overage for grade
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All of our examples are for a 9th grade early warning system. Use a similar approach to analyze grades 6, 7, 8 and 10.

The charts below are ways to collect the needed data

ATTENDANCE. Number of students with this
number of missed days in a specific time period 0-4 days

5-9 days

10-19 days

20+ days

All students

First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade

Students who are two or more years overage for
grade

BEHAVIOR - IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSIONS.
Number of students with this number of in-school
suspensions in a specific time period 0-1

6+

All students

First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade

Students who are two or more years overage for
grade

BEHAVIOR - OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSIONS.
Number of students with this number of out-of-
school suspensions in a specific time period 0-1

All students

First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade
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Students who are two or more years overage for
grade

ACADEMIC FAILURE. Number of students with this
number of Fs in a specific time period 1 2 3 4
All students

First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade

Students who are two or more years overage for
grade

ACADEMIC FAILURE. Number of students with an F
in English, mathematics or both in a specific time
period 1 2 3 4
All students

First-time 9th graders

Students who are repeating a grade

Students who are two or more years overage for

grade

Source: Guidance, resources and tools to help your community and your schools raise graduation rates and better prepare young people for success. Robert
Balfanz and Joanna Hornig Fox from the Everyone Graduates Center at the Johns Hopkins University School of Education and by John M. Bridgeland and
Mary Bruce of Civic Enterprises.

< << Disclaimer > > >

This material was made in the framework of CroCooS — Prevent dropout! project. For more information visit this site: http://crocoos.tka.hu.

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. This material can be found on the project website: http://crocoos.tka.hu.
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